
Linda Richardswas born on a farm
near the Racquette River in West
Potsdamon July27th, 1841andgrew
up in rural Vermont. Nineyearsafter
her father died of tuberculosis,
[ƛƴŘŀΩǎmother was diagnosedwith
the infection as well. While Linda
madeit her duty to take careof her
ill mother she became acquainted
with the county physician, Dr.
Currier, who allowed Linda to
accompanyhim on housecalls.

By the time Linda turned 13 she had
received enough informal training to
splint, clean wounds, and apply
bandages. At 16 Lindabecamea school
teachernear her home in Vermont but
she found this work to be dissatisfying.
Duringthis time, Lindabecameengaged
to GeorgePoolewho joined the Green
Mountain Boysto fight in the U.S. Civil
War. Georgereturnedseverelywounded
and Lindahad another patient to nurse
until hisdeathin 1869.

Bythe time her fiancédied,Lindadecideda careerasa caretakerwould suit her best. Shewas
hired as a ward maid, responsiblefor cleaning,feeding and watching patients residing in
BostonCityHospital. Duringthis time sheencounteredresistanceto becominga trainednurse
and struggledto find a nursing program. Finally,Linda found training at the New England
Hospitalfor Womenand Childrenand wasthe first trained nursegraduatingin 1873. At this
point in Americanhistory, femalesdid not havean establishedrole in the medicalworkforce;
manymalephysiciansbelievedthat womendid not belongin hospitals. Theseperceptionsand
lack of nursingeducationprogramsin Americacreated nursesthat did not understandthe
scienceor the art of nursing. Little did Lindaknow that shewould changetheseconditions
throughouther career.

Portrait of Linda Richards before leaving for England, 1877.

Pictured in the background is a photograph of the last untrained nurses of Ward 7 of Massachusetts General Hospital.  

Picture of a portrait of Linda Richards
showcasedat CantonPotsdamHospital.



Linda was hired by Bellevue Hospital
TrainingSchoolin NewYorkCitywhereshe
helped the board members understand
the value of sanitation and developeda
systemfor keepingwritten patient records
which is still used today. Linda left
BellevueHospital to fight new battles at
Massachusetts General Hospital.
Appointed as the nursing program
superintendent there, she proved that
trained nurses are an important part of
medicalteams.

With the creationof morenursingprogramsin
America,Lindawasin greatdemand. However,
she wanted more training and went to the
NightingaleSchoolat St. ThomasHospital in
England in 1877. Here, Linda studied the
Englishtechniqueof nursingand learnedthat
germs caused diseases. In 1885 she was
summonedby the AmericaBoardof Missions
to travel to Japanand establishthe ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ
first nurse training program. Linda accepted
this opportunity, openedthe DoshitaHospital
in Kyoto,andoversawthe programuntil 1891.

Within a month of her return Lindabecamethe head
of the Philadelphia Visiting Nurses Society. She
believed in home health care for the ill residing in
large cities. Her last endeavorwas establishingthe
practice for specially trained nurses in mental
institutions. After her retirement in 1911Lindakept
reading articles on nursing even though she was
unableto participatein activenursing. Lindadied in
April of 1930, leavingbehind a legacyin the art of
nursing and a workforce of nurses who were
acceptedandrespectedin the medicalcommunity.

Potsdam and St. LawrenceCounty have taken great pride in
claiming Linda Richardsas their own. She has served as an
inspiration to many local nurses. In 1941, nurseeducatorsof St.
Lawrence,Lewisand JeffersonCountiesformed a localbranchof
the National and New York State Leaguesof Nursingeducation
andnamedit TheLindaRichardsLeaguefor Nursing. TheCanton-
PotsdamHospitalcontainsa portrait of Lindaandestablishedthe
LindaRichardsSocietywhich recognizesthose who help others
throughcontributionsto the hospital.
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Photo of Linda Richards and her Japanese rickshaw driver.

Portrait of Linda Richards later in life.

Portrait of Linda Richards, 1900.

Pictured in the background is a photograph of the Nurses of Base Hospital No. 6, 1919.  


